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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 ICA-20 /043 W 

061 138 022I29Z/23 

P022I00ZAUG78 
FM AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0883 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC 

UNCLAS MONTREAL 1542 


E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: LANGUAGE OF EDUCATION: TROUBLE IN SEPTEMBER? 


REE: 1439 MONTREAL 1977 


1. IN APPARENT VICTORY OF PRAGMATISM OVER PRINCIPLE, PROTESTANT 
SCHOOL BOARD OE GREATER MONTREAL VOTED JULY 31 TO ENROLL SOME 
1600 "ILLEGALS" IN FRENCH SECTOR THEIR SCHOOLS THIS YEAR 
RATHER THAN PERMITTING PARENTAL CHOICE AS IN 1977. DECISION 
FOLLOWS ON LOSS OF COURT SUIT AGAINST GOVERNMENT FOR WITH- 
HOLDING THREE MILLION DOLLARS OF NORMAL GRANTS IN DISPUTE 
ABOUT HOW MANY STUDENT WERE ILLEGAL AND HOW MANY ENTITLED 
TO GRANTS. 


2. PSBGM CHAIRMAN BEMOANED NEED PUT FISCAL RESPONSIBLITY 
BEEORE OBVIOUS PREEERENCE OF BOARD, PARENTS AND TEACHERS BUT 
EXPRESSED SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT FUTURE OF SYSTEM IF THIS 
ACCOMMODATION NOT MADE. DECISION HAILED, OF COURSE, BY GOQ 
SPOKESMEN SUCH AS MIN. EDUCATION (AND ACTING PREMIER) JACQUES- 
YVAN MORIN AND CAMILLE LAURIN, LANGUAGE ACT GODFATHER, WHILE 
CASTIGATED AS SELL-OUT BY HEAD OE PROTESTANT TEACHER'S UNION, 

DON PEACOCK, AND BY BOARD MEMBER WINIFRED POTTER (WHO WILL OPPOSE 
TRUDEAU WHENEVER FEDERAL ELECTION HELD) WHO MUTTERED BITTERLY 
ABOUT "EVERYONE HAS APRICE AND OURS IS A MERE THREE MILLION." 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. ROBERT DOBIE, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE PROVINCIAL ASSOCIATION 
OF CATHOLIC TEACHERS (PACT), WHICH REPRESENTS SOME 5,400 TEACHERS 
IN THE SEVERAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL COMMISSIONS ACROSS THE ISLAND OF 
MONTREAL, SAID HE WAS "SHOCKED AND DISAPOOINTED AT THE PSBGM 
DECISION". THE CATHOLIC SYSTEMS HAVE TAKEN IN ABOUT 1,600 INELI- 
GIBLE CHILDREN AND NOW ANTICIPATE ANOTHER INFLUX FROM AMONG THOSE 
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STUDENT WHO WILL BE TURNED OUT BY THE PROTESTANT BOARD. DOBIE 
CLAIMS THEY CAN HOLD THE LINE BECAUSE, UNLIKE THE PSBGM, THEY 
NEVER SOUGHT PROVINCIAL GRANTS EOR THEIR ILLEGALLY ENROLLED 
STUDENTS. THERE HAS, INSTEAD, EVOLVED A CLOSELY KNIT COMMUNITY 
EEEORT INVOLVING PARENTS, PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS, WHO HAVE 
AGREED TO LARGER CLASSES, TO ALLOW THE NEWCOMERS TO BE ABSORBED 
INTO THE EXISTING SYSTEM. COMMUNITY ACTION GROUPS, SUCH AS THE 
CONSIGLIO EDUCATIVO ITALO-CANADESE, HAVE LENT POWEREUL SUPPORT 
TO THE MOVEMENT. THOUGH "LEFT HOLDING THE BALL ", DOBIE INDICATED 
NO CHANGES INPACT PLANS EOR THE COMING SCHOOL YEAR. 

4. COMMENT: REAL ISSUE NOT QUESTION OE WISDOM (OR MORALITY AS 
SOME SEE IT) OF DECISION BUT EFEECT ON SOCIAL PEACE WHEN SCHOOLS 
REOPEN. GOQ VERY SMUG LAST YEAR ABOUT EACT THAT MUCH-EEARED 
DISSENTION DID NOT TAKE PLACE, IGNORING FACT WIDESPREAD NON- 
COMPLIANCE WITH LAW PRECLUDED NEED EOR DISSENT. WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
THIS YEAR IF ANGRY PARENTS REEUSE PUT CHILDREN IN ERENCH SECTION 
AND "'SIT-IN""IN ENGLISH SCHOOLS AS IN 1974, OR TURN UGLY, IS 
ANYBODY"S GUESS. IT HIGHLY UNLIKELY PSBGM WILL EORCE THEM OUT, 

BUT NOW THAT BOARD OEFICIALLY ON SIDE OE GOVERNMENT, GOQ MAY FEEL 
CONSTRAINED TAKE ACTION. IF COULD PROVE TO BE "'THE FALL THAT 
WAS." 

HARPER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EDUCATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MONTRE01542 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78031 6-0936 

Format: TEL 
From: MONTREAL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978081 07/aaaadmbx. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 3f088b58-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1562094 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LANGUAGE OF EDUCATION: TROUBLE IN SEPTEMBER? 

TAGS: PINT, CA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3f088b58-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



